Permanent modification of neurohormone expression in the hypothalamus of rats on the model of learned helplessness.
Depressive state of Wistar rats in the model of learned helplessness was accompanied by a persistent increase in the expression of corticotropin-releasing factor in the hypothalamus. Vasopressin content in the hypothalamus was modified only in the early poststress period and remained unchanged at the late stage of experimental depression. Our results indicate that hypothalamic corticotropin-releasing factor (but not vasopressin) plays an important role in the development of experimental mental disorders.